The Modern Club Of Philadelphia was founded in 184%n or-
ganization of women dedicated to arts, charity @shacation.

Today the primary mission of The Modern Club is pineservation
and promotion of Sweetbriar Mansion, a historicde®museum in
Fairmount Park.

Samuel Breck came into possession of the propedybailt Sweet-
briar Mansion in 1797 to escape the Yellow Feveédepic, which
killed 10,000 Philadelphians between 1793 and 1800.

Due to his schooling in France, Breck soon madeeBwiar a gath-
ering place of the French diplomatic corps, whintiuded his friend
Marquis de Lafayette. Other notables importanh®oBreck family
at this time were Dr. Benjamin Rush and Joseph Barte, brother
of Napoleon.

Sweetbriar is built of local rubble-stone coverdthwtucco, a popu-
lar building practice in the 18th century. The spdlthough Federal,
shows the continuing influence of Georgian Symmethere are
many French influences. This may be due in paBrézk's years
spent in France.

In 1869 Sweetbriar became part of Fairmount Patkordered the

Centennial Exposition grounds of 1876. The house nestored
in 1932 by the Junior League. Since 1939 Sweethsdar (o
been maintained by the The Modern Club Of Philad & f" "
phia, Inc., which works in cooperation with the;ﬂuf
Phlladelphla

The Modern Club

Of Philadelphia

Sweetbriar Mansion

1 Sweetbriar Drive
Fairmount Park West
Philadelphia, PA 19131-3792
(215) 222-1333
www.sweetbriarmansion.org

Learn more about the history
of The Modern Club. See
pages 2 and 3 inside >>

Learn more about the accom-
plishments of The Modern
Club. See page 4 >>

Sweetbriar Mansion was
named for the sweetbriar rose.
An example of one variety of
sweetbriar rose is below.



The Modern Club Scrapbook

'The Modern Club
Opens New Home
Ten Loctures by H. V. Kak

tenborn Are Highlights
of Year’s Program

The Modern Club of Philadelphia,
an tion whose 125 bers |
include 67 from the Main Line,
will hold its first meeting of the
s2ason at Sweetbriar Mansion in
Fairmount Park on Friday, Novem-
ber 10, at 10:45 A. M., when the
business meeting will be followed
by the showing of a color film re-
cently purchased for the Babies
Hospital, one of the club’s welfare
projects.

Organized in 1913, the club will
have its permanent headquarters at
Sweetbriar Mansion which it now
owns.

Plans for the coming year include
a talk on November 24 by Mrs. C. C.
Trump, Merion portrait painter;
two book review lectures by May
Lamberton, one early in December,
the other in the spring, and a ser-
ies of discussions by H. V. Kalten-
harn. i news tor,

1918 — 1951

The most enjoyable way to
learn about early history of
The Modern Club is to page
through the leather-bound
scrapbook started by the Club
in 1928.

This scrapbook, though aging
with a few tears in the leather
cover and some yellowing
around the edges of newspa-
per clippings, is a historical
gem — illuminating the brilliant
past of the Club and its seem-
ingly immortal members.

Photographs, newspaper clip-
pings and invitations to social
events are dated 1918 to
1951.

These articles show women
engaged in serious topics, in-
cluding both World Wars; tar-
iffs; Republican and Democ-
ratic politics; and social is-
sues such as the bad behav-
ior of the “jazz girls” of the
1920s. Club members also
participated in a significant
amount of charitable work.

Brochure contents (except rose illustration) copyright 2009 The Modern Club Of Philadelphia, Inc.




The Modern Club Scrapbook: Newspaper Articles

This page has summaries of a few of the newspaperClub Women Score Beauty Pageant
articles in the scrapbook. The opinions in thege ar 1927
cles are not necessarily the opinions of the mesber Members of The Modern Club signed a resolution

of The Modern Club today. urging the Atlantic City Chamber of Commerce to
end the Beauty Pageant. Mrs. P. Brooke Bland,

Salvation Lassies Tell Experiences President of The Modern Club, said “the Atlantic

February, 1919 City Beauty Pageant, with its revealing costumes

At a meeting of The Modern Club, two women from and other objectionable features, is nothing but a
the Salvation Army discussed their experiences in  throwback that should not be tolerated in a cieiiz
France during World War |. These women endured state of society.” Other women’s groups in the city
eight months “under constant fire.” They were mem- signed the same resolution.

bers of the famous “doughnut brigade,”

which provided doughnuts to soldiers. The Modern Club Has During The Past
Winter Through The Visiting Nurse So-
Modern Parents Blamed for ‘Jazz Girl’ ciety
of Today 1930-31 (Flyer)
Friday, April 8, 1921 Providedspecial nurses, convalescent
Mrs. Abbey Sutherland Brown, head of care, coal, food, warm clothing and rent
the Ogontz School for Girls, discussed for desperately ill patientdlew shoes
young women known as “flappers.” Par- and galoshepurchased for 9 children.
ents, Mrs. Sutherland said, are too de- A ton of coakent to one familyChrist-
manding — and too pampering — and this masbaskets of food sent to 45 families.
pushes women toward too loud and Plus much more charitable giving.

showy morals and dress. In particular
Mrs. Sutherland says that parents put
much pressure on their teen girls whe Club President November 2, 1939
they expect their girls to be the center 1926-1928 The Modern Club held its first meeting
attention at holiday social events. Mrs of the season on November 10, 1939 at
Sutherland spoke at a Modern Club Sweetbriar Mansion. The Club decided
meeting at The Acorn Club at 1618 Walnut Street. to establish its permanent headquarters at Sweet-
briar, which The Junior League previously had ad-
Debated By Women ministered. Plans for the year included lectures on
1922 portrait painting, reviews and other news.
At the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, The Modern Club staged
a hard-fought debate between Republicans and De- ‘Nells’ Here Organize Women'’s Fleet Auxiliary
mocrats. Speakers debated a variety of topics, in- Wednesday, January 21, 1942
cluding tariffs, The League of Nations and centrali  Plans were made to use Sweetbriar Mansion to hold
zation of government. Miss Margaret T. Maguire,  classes for the “Nells,” an organization of women
principal of the McCall School, wore an inexpensive who assisted the Navy during World War II. The
German-made dress to raise a point: Would women Modern Club joined the Nells as a unit with thephel
want to wear nice clothes bought at the expense of of the US Navy League. The Nells worked as mes-
the American seamstress who would lose protection sengers, wireless receivers, telephone operatdrs an
of the Republican tariff? in other important jobs to aid the war effort.

Mrs. P. Brooke Bland The Modern Club Opens New Home

Brochure design and Sweetbriar photos by Fast Lion Design www.fastliondesign.com



In recent years The Modern Club has:

*Supervised extensive renovations to Sweetbriar $tambetween
2003 and 2008, including new plumbing, painting attter repairs.
The Modern Club shared the expense with the Cigholladelphia;

*Ensured that Sweetbriar stays open for tours betwkly 1st and
December 15th. Tours are affordable at only $3€Qpgrson;

*Participated in Christmas Tours 2008 in cooperatigth the City
of Philadelphia and six other historic sites. Theddrn Club paid
for all holiday decorations for Sweetbriar, andubsands of people
visited Sweetbriar and the other historic sites;

*Participated in Open House Tours 2008 in coopenatvith Fair-
mount Park Council for Historic Sites, Friends mdépendence Na-
tional Historical Park and eight other historiesitThe tours were a
success with many tourists visiting the sites;

*Established a web site for Sweetbriar at sweetim@asion.org.
Important information such as events, history,cions and even
diary entries of Samuel Breck are available forwioeld to see.

For many years, including recently, The Modern Gtak benefited
from its relationship with The Philadelphia Muse@hArt. In addi-
tion, The Modern Club has sponsored and introdncaay talented
Philadelphians in the arts and cultural world. Eaanth
in-season, programs and luncheons continue torteatu

local talent in this unique spirit of Samuel Brexkos-

pitality.



